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Monsieur Paul-Boncour pointed out that the decision of the Effec-
tives Committee regarding the inclusion among Germany's effectives
of a considerable number of police and of members of semi-military
formations1 was equivalent to the recognition of a breach of the dis-
armament provisions of the Versailles Treaty. On the same day, at
Geneva, the Bureau of the Disarmament Conference decided that,
since the method of private conversations had produced no result,
the problem must be handed back to the General Commission, and
it was agreed that the Commission should resume its general dis-
cussion of the British draft convention on the 16th May, and that it
should deal with both effectives and material.
The meeting of the General Commission was, however, postponed
for a few days in consequence of the decision of the German Govern-
ment to call a meeting of the Reichstag on the 17th May at which
a statement of policy would be made by the Chancellor. This decision
was taken on the 12th May, after the Cabinet had heard a report
from Herr Nadolny, who had been summoned to Berlin for that
purpose. Further discussion of general questions at Geneva would
obviously be mere waste of time until Herr Hitler had made his
declaration, and the interval was filled mainly by speculation as to
what the nature of that declaration was likely to be. The prevailing
gloom was heightened by a speech which was delivered by the Vice-
Chancellor of the Reich, Herr von Papen, at Minister on the 13th
May, for Herr von Papen chose this moment to deliver a panegyric
on war, in which he referred to the traditional German aversion from
dying in one's bed and appealed to German mothers to bear sons in
order that they might die fighting for the Fatherland. It was hardly
surprising that utterances such as this on the German side should
have given rise to discussion of the desirability of a preventive war
in certain organs of the French Press, though Monsieur Daladier and
the members of his Government were careful to refrain from any
public statement which might still further increase the tension. The
only important move during this period in which the World was
waiting for Herr Hitler to speak came from the United States.
Towards the end of April President Roosevelt had received visits
from Mr. Ramsay MacDonald and from Monsieur Edouard Herriot.
The principal subjects of discussion between Mr. Roosevelt and Mr.
1 The Effectives Committee had discussed the question of pro-military
training on the 10th and llth May, and had decided by nine votes to two
(Germany and Hungary) that the Nazi S.A. and the Stahlhelm were organiza^
tions of a military character. The question of Italian semi-military organiza-
tions was provisionally settled on the basis that the Fascist militia should be
counted as equivalent to 30,000 effectives.